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was anchored for the night off the village of Kyauktalon, about seven
miles below Ava. As no answer was forthcoming the fleet moved on at
daybreak, and orders were issued for the attack on Ava. About half
past ten, when the proposed landing-place was in view, the State
barge was seen putting out with a flag of truce. The same envoys this
time brought a telegram from the King conceding unconditionally
all the demands made on the previous day, ordering the ministers
conducting the military operations at Sagaing and Ava not on any
account to fire on the British, and directing them to keep all the
troops quiet. At Ava Fort some 8,000 troops, only about two-thirds
of whom were in possession of fire-arms, the rest being armed with
spears, swords, and daJis, were collected to oppose the British
advance. General Prendergast insisted on this portion of the army
laying down their arms, but the commander of the forces, who was
senior in rank to either of the envoys, refused to do so without a
direct order from the King.

The fleet thereupon continued their advance up the river and
took up their positions for shelling the forts. This manoeuvre caused
some delay owing to the channel of the river being barred, and by
the time all was ready for the attack the Royal Mandate had arrived
and the Burmese General professed his readiness to surrender.
Most unfortunately only some 550 of the rifles were then obtained,
for, as soon as the King's orders for the surrender became known,
large numbers of the soldiers went off in all directions before British
troops could be landed to ensure the disarmament of the whole force.
The forts at Sagaing and Thambayadaing on the right bank of the
river above Ava likewise surrendered without a blow, and were dis-
armed, though here again only about 400 rifles were collected. From
Ava fort twenty-eight guns were carried off as trophies, while thirty-
two were destroyed at Sagaing and fourteen at Thambayadaing.

The practical humanity of the proceedings at Ava is open to
criticism, as though three strong forts were captured and some
thousands of soldiery were disbanded without a blow being
struck, yet this very soldiery were thus turned loose, armed and
unconqaered, on the country, and undoubtedly became the back-
bone of the dacoity by means of which large tracts of country
were devastated and many valuable lives lost*